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INTRODUCTION
This reprint of The Christian Science Standard, Vol. 10, No. 2, authored and edited
by Stanley C. Larkin in August 1999, outlines the urgent need to heed prophecy.
The disciples of Jesus were taught by him that the world would end soon after the second
coming of Christ. We hold that the representative of Christ has come the second time in Mary Baker
Eddy and we believe that the world is to end as she and Jesus have prophesied. We believe that the
only escape from the grim biblical accounts of the endtime in prophecy is through the specific
spiritualization of thought known in Scripture and Christian Science as translation and
transfiguration portrayed in the words of our Leader in which she describes this escape as our
individual removal to heaven without undergoing death. This removal is achieved “after all the
footsteps requisite have been taken up to the very throne, up to the spiritual sense and fact of divine
substance, intelligence, Life, and Love. This translation is not the work of moments; it requires both
time and eternity. It means more than mere disappearance to the human sense; it must include also
man’s [transfigured or] changed appearance and diviner form visible to those beholding him here.”
(See Miscellaneous Writings, p. 67) That “changed appearance” is the result of transfiguration.
This process of transfiguration is a responsibility resting upon all mankind and especially
upon Christian Scientists who necessarily have to be the leaders in this process.
Christ Jesus told his disciples, according to Matthew 24, “And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached throughout the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
We hold “this gospel” to be contained in the “little book,” Science and Health with Key to the
Scriptures, prophesied in the Apocalypse to be the revelation of Truth for this age.

TODAY’S URGENT NEED TO HEED PROPHECY
“Despise not prophesyings.” — I Thessalonians 5:20
Many Christian Scientists, despite prophecy, believe that the world is not
coming to an end. They protest that a good and loving God would not permit such
a thing to happen. However, a good and loving God who has created all things never
created a mortal and material man or universe. All that is taking place is the spiritual
reality of being coming to light. Wouldn’t it be strange for Christ Jesus to prophecy
that the end of the world would occur shortly after the second advent, — the
appearing of the woman God-crowned, — and then for that woman, Mary Baker
Eddy, to come and say the world is not coming to an end! But Mrs. Eddy did not do
that; instead, she confirmed and further described the endtime.
Christian Scientists know that Mrs. Eddy taught her followers to work for
harmonious weather conditions; therefore, many believe that all evidence of global
warming can be healed. However, global warming is not a weather condition any
more than the flood of Noah’s day was a weather condition. As the Bible states, it
2

The Christian Science Standard

Volume 14, Number 3, September 2006

was “the flood upon the world of the ungodly” (II Peter 2:5), i.e., a judgment of God.
As brought out in previous issues of The Standard, Mrs. Eddy gave evidence that she,
like Jesus, believed the inhabitants and every material thing in the world would
terminate.
The Bible prophesied from the beginning that the material world would go
through two global cataclysms: the first by water would produce a partial destruction
of matter; the second by fire would result in total material destruction. This process
is illustrating the action of truth in the human realm. The action of truth is at work
to destroy all error and has been operating from the beginning of time.
The first destruction — partial — of error or matter occurred in the days of
Noah. At first, the world had progressed spiritually up to the time of Enoch, the
seventh generation from Adam, at which time Enoch was translated, i.e., transfigured.
After that, material prosperity developed to a high level; so, at the time of Noah,
Enoch’s great grandson, thought had become corrupted materially, and the time for
the worldwide judgment to occur had come. Every material thing except the contents
of the ark was destroyed from off the face of the earth, having the effect of purifying
the materiality, to a degree, of that era. It is impossible to purify the world of error
except in total destruction of matter. Millenniums later, following the final revelation
of truth at the second coming of Christ, it was evident from the pronouncements of
the old prophets that the day of judgment was now at hand, and the total destruction
of every material thing was to take place as prophesied, and as a result of the
operation of truth in human consciousness.
St. John in his Revelation tells us that he saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. The first heaven and earth
that had passed away was not the spiritual but the material. It would not be purified
as matter, nor could it remain in the presence of the spiritual or the new heaven and
earth. Consequently in the final revelation of truth, the material sense of heaven and
earth reached the point of total destruction of every material thing.
Jesus compared the days of Noah with the endtime, requiring that we
understand the experience of Noah in these latter days. Jesus said specifically:
But as the days of Noe [Noah] were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be [the second appearing of Christ]. For as in the days that were before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage [activities
normal to material sense], until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not
until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be. (Matthew 24:37-39)
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Noah, whose thought was transfiguring, (“Noah was a just man and perfect in
his generations, and Noah walked with God.” — Gen. 6:9) was led to build a physical
ark because that was the level of thought regarding salvation in that era. Today, our
ark, or our means of escape from the destruction of every material thing, is
transfiguration. We do not build a physical ark because there is no survival in a
physical way according to Jesus; and, as Malachi (4:1) says of our times, the earth
“shall burn as an oven” and will “leave them neither root nor branch.” We can find
our salvation today only through purely spiritual means.
Jesus was concerned for the safety and harmony of his followers during the
period of the endtime catastrophes, wherein the world was to experience “fervent
heat” and the dissolving of all these materials things. (See II Peter 3) This process
was to come upon his followers today in Christian Science as well as in the rest of
Christendom, a multitude of whom would meet these conditions with unbelief as to
what was actually taking place and with minimal spiritual preparedness.
We are in a spiritually scientific age, the era of the second coming of Christ,
when the human must rise abruptly to the divine because every material thing is to be
obliterated. This is the era in which salvation is not physical but is a resuming of our
“individual spiritual being.” As Mrs. Eddy says:
[Our Master’s] physical sufferings, which came from the testimony of the
senses, were over when he resumed his individual spiritual being, after showing us
the way to escape from the material body. (Miscellaneous Writings by Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 105:8)

By comparing the experience of Noah with the endtime, Jesus was illustrating
the need for arousing our thoughts to the fact that we must accept prophecy in order
to save ourselves from the endtime destruction. Noah warned his nation of the
coming flood disaster, but was ignored by all. They were concentrating on eating,
drinking, and marrying in an obviously prosperous economy, as in our present time.
All could have been saved had they listened to Noah’s prophecy which was revealed
to him by God.
THE URGENCY OF TRANSFIGURING
What in the experience of Noah is the lesson for today that is not being
learned? Jesus’ answer is urgent commitment to the spiritualization of our
consciousness, together with the elimination of material pleasures, — all that is not
in line with spiritualization of thought because material pleasures cause thought to
become submerged in material sense. The devotion of thought to, and the recognition
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of, the need for urgency as Jesus prescribed is absolutely necessary to meet the
endtime crisis revealed by him. The time has come for material sense to be destroyed.
We must desire to transfigure. Transfiguration or spiritualization is the solution to
the catastrophes of the endtime and “the way to escape from the material body.”
In the endtime we must recognize the urgency of the situation and sacrifice
everything for holiness. “We know that a desire for holiness is requisite in order to
gain holiness; but if we desire holiness above all else, we shall sacrifice everything
for it.” (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy, p.
11:22-25) And according to Jesus, our manner of living must be so affected by the
endtime prophecies that we willingly and eagerly sacrifice everything that would
hinder our escape from materiality — giving up every supposition of a material man
and universe. We demonstrate Christian Science, not just to make a better material
man or world, but to translate and transfigure. Individual translation must come
before the end.
CURRENT EVENTS SHOW THE NEED FOR URGENCY
In line with the fulfilling of prophecy we are reprinting an interview with Mr.
Edward Goldsmith, co-founder and publisher of The Ecologist magazine. The
interview was aired on the Pacifica Radio Network on April 27, 1999, in response to
the March/April issue of The Ecologist (Vol. 29, No. 2), entitled, “Climate Crisis.”
Printed in Great Britain, The Ecologist is one of the world’s most respected ecological
magazines. Two of the featured articles in that same issue were, “How Climate
Change Could Spiral Out of Control,” and “Misreading the Models: The Danger of
Underestimating Climate Change.”
The following is a printed transcript of the Edward Goldsmith interview:
Reporter:

Longtime environmentalist, Edward Goldsmith, co-founder and publisher of
The Ecologist magazine, warns that greenhouse gas emissions are pushing
earth towards a severe climate change sooner than previously predicted.

Goldsmith:

We are emitting ever greater amounts of greenhouse gases; that’s as you
know carbon dioxide, methane gas, and nitrous oxide, and CFC’s. And of
course this is causing terrible problems. But it’s not only that. See, these
gases, much of them, are natural anomaly absorbed by the oceans and by the
forests. So it’s tremendously important that we preserve our oceans and
preserve our forests. And we are cutting down the forests very quickly and
that’s causing terrible problems.

Reporter:

And so that’s throwing the balance off?
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Goldsmith:

It does. And the reason why this is occurring faster than we expect is that
there are a lot of these positive feedbacks. We are caught up in a sort-of
spiral of destruction and the climatologists, who build their mathematical
models on the basis of which we talk about and make predictions about
climate change, don’t take into account quite a number of these spirals. For
instance, last year because of the drought, enormous areas of forest burnt all
over the world, — huge areas. An area the size of Costa Rica simply burned
away, and that put an enormous amount of carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere, — as much as probably the entire economy of Europe that year.
Now, that itself is not taken into account. And there are lots of things of this
sort that haven’t been taken into account by our mathematical modelists,
because they are difficult to predict, difficult to quantify, difficult to build
into their models. You see, that’s why we think that global warming will take
place very much more quickly than we previously thought.

Reporter:

How much more quickly?

Goldsmith:

Well, you see that’s something that nobody can really tell. We can see that
the glaciers, the Antarctic glaciers, are melting faster than we expected. The
Greenland glacier, which is tremendously important, is melting very much
faster than expected. Already, you see, down in Antarctica, — this is critical
— the whole ice shelf, the Larsen B ice shelf, has simply vanished. It is an
area which is something like 8,000 square kilometers. That’s an enormous
area. It’s just vanished, just broken up. And now the others are beginning to
break up. Now we don’t realize the consequences of this. We sort of read
about that and we take it for granted, — we don’t worry. But in reality, if the
Western Antarctic Ice Sheet melted, and it’s well in the cards that it might,
— I don’t see what’s going to stop it from melting, — that would raise sea
levels about six meters. That would drown a large part of southern Florida.
Vast areas in Asia would simply vanish. You know, we’re talking about a
loss of huge areas of agricultural land.

Reporter:

Vanish under water?

Goldsmith:

Under water.

Reporter:

So apparently Congress and the political leaders and corporate leaders
throughout this country and the world are not convinced that this is in their
best interest and the best interest of the planet.

Goldsmith:

Well, I’m afraid to say, you see, that big corporations are only interested in
immediate results, no one’s interested in what’s going to happen in 10, 20,
30 years. You know, if they worried about that, they’d all go bust in the
incredibly competitive economy that we’ve created, this global economy. So,
in fact, these big oil companies have formed a huge lobbying group called the
Global Climate Coalition, and they pretend there’s nothing wrong and they
hire scientists to go around telling the world that there’s nothing wrong, and
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that no action must be taken. So what they are actually doing, is to such a
degree of irresponsibility that its almost impossible to imagine. They are
involved in a genocidal enterprise. Now these are strong words, — very
strong words. But I’m afraid to say that I can’t avoid using them. Because,
if we do not take action today, we are condemning future generations to I
don’t know what, — to absolutely indescribable disasters.
Reporter:

Articulate exactly what evidence that you and other scientists that are
sensitive to this issue, have developed and accumulated that support your
case.

Goldsmith:

Well, we know that there’s a very close relationship between carbon dioxide
levels in the atmosphere and global warming. We can already see in the last
few years that we’re getting hotter and hotter summers. We’re getting more
and more droughts. We are getting more and more floods. We are getting
stronger and stronger storms. And we attribute all these to El Niño, but it’s
not a normal El Niño that we’ve seen. This El Niño has been greatly
amplified by deforestation and global warming. And it looks as if we are
going to have El Niños the whole time which is going to make life very, very,
very difficult in many parts of the world. Agriculture, — how are you going
to feed people under these conditions? We’ve got the biggest problem that
we’ve ever faced that could make this planet uninhabitable. It could even
lead to the extinction of our species, if you did nothing about it.
(Please see “Endtime Update” in this Standard.)

“THE PERFECTING OF MAN STATED SCIENTIFICALLY”
— Mary Baker Eddy

Mrs. Eddy said in 1901 to a correspondent of the New York Herald:
The continuity of The Church of Christ, Scientist, . . . is assured. It is
growing wonderfully. It will embrace all the churches, one by one, because in it
alone is the simplicity of the oneness of God; the oneness of Christ and the perfecting
of man stated scientifically. (The First Church of Christ, Scientist and Miscellany
by Mary Baker Eddy, p. 342:19)

Now what does it mean, “the perfecting of man stated scientifically”? This is
the scientific process whereby mankind is translated in order to reach the kingdom
of heaven. Jesus explained how he exemplified this perfecting process when he
replied to the Pharisees who came to him and said:
Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod will kill thee. And he [Jesus] said
unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day
and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk to
day and to morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out
of Jerusalem. (Luke 13:31-33)
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Everyone has to be “perfected,” — ascended out of materiality, out of
personality and personal sense, — in order to reach heaven. It cannot be that they
“perish,” — reach heaven by dying out of matter. They have to be perfected out of
it. This is a scientific statement of the perfecting of man. This is the only process of
salvation, — the only way to eternal life in accordance with the Science of Christ.
All the churches must come to see that the way of salvation is a scientific
process which each man and woman must work out for himself/herself. They must
also see that this process has come to humanity through the second representative of
Christ, Mary Baker Eddy, or they will miss the way. As Mrs. Eddy says in Science
and Health (560:17-19), “Again, without a correct sense of its highest visible idea,
we can never understand the divine Principle.” If you do not recognize the revelator,
you cannot comprehend the revelation.
Going back to the Miscellany quotation, in order to become perfected, it must
be through the perfecting process “stated scientifically.” This point must be noted
particularly. It cannot be gained by a general statement of the demonstration of mere
human harmony; nor can it be gained without the recognition of Mrs. Eddy’s place
in prophecy. The mainstream doctrinal belief regarding Christian Science and its
discoverer is that Mrs. Eddy is not the second coming of Christ. Mrs. Eddy foresaw
that her teachings would be watered down by the flood because her place in prophecy
would be rejected. By rejecting Mrs. Eddy’s place, one loses his scientific
understanding, not only of the revelator but also of the revelation. The scientific
statement of man’s oneness with Christ becomes lost, and without that understanding,
it is impossible for man to be perfected, i.e., transfigured and ascended. The various
churches, according to Mrs. Eddy, will come to recognize “one by one” that this is the
only Christianly scientific way of salvation.
MORTALS AND IMMORTALS
The Lesson-Sermon, “Mortals and Immortals,” read in The First Church of
Christ, Scientist, in Boston, May 1922, describes this perfecting process as given in
six sections as follows. (The transfiguring process was the focus of the early Lessons.
A copy of this Lesson is enclosed in this Standard.)
SECTION ONE

In section one we are told:
Mortals are not fallen children of God. They never had a perfect state of
being, which may subsequently be regained. They were, from the beginning of
mortal history, “conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity.” (S&H 476:13-17)
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The Bible correlative tells us of Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, who came to
Jesus at night and said:
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus answered and said
unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. (John
3:2, 3, 6, 7)

In order to be “perfected,” man must be “born again.” This is a process of
spiritualizing human consciousness.
In his book, The Destiny of The Mother Church, Bliss Knapp writes in the
chapter “How Divinity Reaches Humanity”:
We have a Bible Lesson entitled “Mortals and Immortals,” given us for study
twice each year. That Bible Lesson develops the fact that to the degree that a mortal
achieves the ability to overcome sin, disease, and death, he gains immortality. This
poses the question, Can there be any good in the human consciousness? Mrs. Eddy
replies, “The more I understand true humanhood, the more I see it to be sinless, —
as ignorant of sin as is the perfect Maker.” (Unity of Good, p. 49) This indicates a
progressive state out of mortality into immortality. (Destiny, p. 219)
SECTION TWO

In section two we have the following citation:
Mortals are egotists. They believe themselves to be independent workers,
personal authors, and even privileged originators of something which Deity would
not or could not create. . . . Immortal spiritual man alone represents the truth of
creation.
When mortal man blends his thoughts of existence with the spiritual and
works only as God works, he will no longer grope in the dark and cling to earth
because he has not tasted heaven. (S&H 263:1-10)

Note here that mortal man in order to perfect himself must blend his “thoughts
of existence with the spiritual” and work “only as God works.”
Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their
material beliefs and false individuality. It is only a question of time when “they shall
all know Me [God], from the least of them unto the greatest.” Denial of the claims
of matter is a great step towards the joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the
final triumph over the body. (S&H 242:1-8)
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So, mortals blend their “thoughts of existence with the spiritual” and “put off
their material beliefs and false individuality.” As Mrs. Eddy writes in Science and
Health, “The mortal mind through which Truth appears most vividly is that one which
has lost much materiality — much error — in order to become a better transparency
for Truth.” (S&H 295:19-22) When they all know God, that is the perfected or
transfigured state.
This second section also includes the following correlative passage from St.
Paul:
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. (Titus 2:11-14)

Here is another statement of the perfecting of man. Paul is telling us that
mortals have a responsibility to do something in the human realm, both for
themselves and others, and not to ignore this responsibility. Like Paul we must
desire, and expect, to be with the Saviour in his kingdom.
SECTION THREE

In the third section Mrs. Eddy tells us in Science and Health:
Mortals are not like immortals, created in God’s own image; but infinite
Spirit being all, mortal consciousness will at last yield to the scientific fact and
disappear, and the real sense of being, perfect and forever intact, will appear.
The manifestation of God through mortals is as light passing through the
window-pane. The light and the glass never mingle, but as matter, the glass is less
opaque than the walls. The mortal mind through which Truth appears most vividly
is that one which has lost much materiality — much error — in order to become a
better transparency for Truth. Then, like a cloud melting into thin vapor, it no longer
hides the sun. (S&H 295:11-24)
Mortals can never know the infinite, until they throw off the old man and
reach the spiritual image and likeness. What can fathom infinity! How shall we
declare Him, till, in the language of the apostle, “we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ”? (S&H 519:14)

Here is the “perfect man” and the perfecting process.
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The twelve tribes of Israel with all mortals, — separated by belief from man’s
divine origin and the true idea, — will through much tribulation yield to the activities
of the divine Principle of man in the harmony of Science. These are the stars in the
crown of rejoicing. They are the lamps in the spiritual heavens of the age, which
show the workings of the spiritual idea by healing the sick and the sinning, and by
manifesting the light which shines “unto the perfect day” as the night of materialism
wanes. (S&H 562:11-21 The twelve)

So, the “twelve tribes of Israel with all mortals” are never really separated from
“the true idea,” and “through much tribulation” mortals “yield to” the immortal man
“in the harmony of Science.” The belief of separation yields to “the activities of the
divine Principle of man in the harmony of Science” and we see them as “stars in the
crown of rejoicing.” The perfecting process includes “healing the sick and the
sinning.” We reach the “perfect man” as the result of the perfecting process as
detailed in these references.
The Bible citations confirm these points:
And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk
ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. (Isaiah 30:21)
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it. (Revelation 2:17)

The white stone with the “new name” indicates the immortal nature, i.e., the
purified consciousness. The mortal consciousness has yielded to the scientific fact,
and “the real sense of being, perfect and forever intact” can never be reversed.
SECTION FOUR

The fourth section begins with the following citations from the Bible:
And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the
breaking of the day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched
the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he
wrestled with him. And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will
not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And
he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob
asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that
thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name
of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.
(Genesis 32:24-30)
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Here Jacob is being perfected “through much tribulation.” Divine Love
requires the giving up of the mortal dream, — all materiality, — which often comes
“through much tribulation.” On page 296 of Science and Health, Mrs. Eddy writes:
Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through
which the mortal is dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or
Science must destroy all illusions regarding life and mind, and regenerate material
sense and self. The old man with his deeds must be put off.

Mortal man ripens, — the old man is thrown off. The ripening process is the
translating process.
The Bible citations continue:
Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed. For the
Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will
he withhold from them that walk uprightly. (Psalms 84:9, 11)

The correlative references in Science and Health describing the perfecting
process of Jacob are as follows:
Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of
life, substance, and intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and
pains, — when an angel, a message from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote
the sinew, or strength, of his error, till he saw its unreality; and Truth, being thereby
understood, gave him spiritual strength in this Peniel of divine Science. Then said
the spiritual evangel: “Let me go, for the day breaketh;” that is, the light of Truth and
Love dawns upon thee. But the patriarch, perceiving his error and his need of help,
did not loosen his hold upon this glorious light until his nature was transformed.
When Jacob was asked, “What is thy name?” he straightway answered; and then his
name was changed to Israel, for “as a prince” had he prevailed and had “power with
God and with men.” Then Jacob questioned his deliverer, “Tell me, I pray thee, thy
name;” but this appellation was withheld, for the messenger was not a corporeal
being, but a nameless, incorporeal impartation of divine Love to man, which, to use
the word of the Psalmist, restored his Soul, — gave him the spiritual sense of being
and rebuked his material sense.
The result of Jacob’s struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error
with the understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He
was no longer called Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of God, who
had fought a good fight. He was to become the father of those, who through earnest
striving followed his demonstration of the power of Spirit over the material senses;
and the children of earth who followed his example were to be called the children of
Israel, until the Messiah should rename them. If these children should go astray, and
forget that Life is God, good, and that good is not in elements which are not spiritual,
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The Christian Science Standard

Volume 14, Number 3, September 2006

— thus losing the divine power which heals the sick and sinning, — they were to be
brought back through great tribulation, to be renamed in Christian Science and led
to deny material sense, or mind in matter, even as the gospel teaches. (S&H 308:1623 next page)

Jacob was struggling, not with a man or a condition or an environment, but
with mortal belief, — “a mortal sense of life, substance, and intelligence as existent
in matter.” Jacob was moving from a corporeal being to an incorporeal being. “His
nature was transformed,” as he was engaged in the process of being perfected. Mrs.
Eddy is telling us that we must “deny material sense,” so, Christian Scientists should
be in the habit of denying the material senses.
In Science we are children of God; but whatever is of material sense, or
mortal, belongs not to His children, for materiality is the inverted image of
spirituality. (S&H 572:8)

Jacob is a wonderful illustration of a mortal who is being transformed.
SECTION FIVE

We turn now to the fifth section. Here we see that “the perfecting of man
stated scientifically” must be through demonstration.
Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I
have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by,
and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. Jesus
answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. (John
12:28-30)

This last is a very comforting remark. God spoke to them and they heard His
voice. This is divinity reaching humanity as explained in the Science and Health
citations.
We must go and do likewise, else we are not improving the great blessings
which our Master worked and suffered to bestow upon us. The divinity of the Christ
was made manifest in the humanity of Jesus. (S&H 25:28)

We reach humanity and achieve the perfecting of man through divinity. Our
immortality must be expressed, not just through faith and emotional love, but through
our humanity, — in healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out devils, and meeting
every human need.
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While we adore Jesus, and the heart overflows with gratitude for what he did
for mortals, — treading alone his loving pathway up to the throne of glory, in
speechless agony exploring the way for us, — yet Jesus spares us not one individual
experience, if we follow his commands faithfully; and all have the cup of sorrowful
effort to drink in proportion to their demonstration of his love, till all are redeemed
[perfected] through divine Love. (S&H 26:1)

The mortal is struggling and drinking “the cup of sorrowful effort” to become
perfected.
So, in this section we see that God works through us right here and now.
Walking in the light of Christ is necessary for us to make demonstrations over sin and
disease. We have to follow Jesus to be transformed. Immortality is the glory that
Jesus had. For us to tread the pathway up to the throne of glory, immortality, we must
show proofs of our own piety in demonstrating our control over sin and disease.
Jesus trod the pathway up to the throne of glory to show us as mortals how to do it.
SECTION SIX

Mankind is victorious as he reaches the kingdom, which he does through his
demonstration of spiritual sense. This sixth section shows the victory resulting from
the perfecting process as shown in section five where Jesus was giving the instruction
to work out of the mortal up to the “throne of glory.” Glory is the radiance of Soul,
the loveliness that transcends material sense.
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; And ye yourselves
like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that
when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately. (Luke 12:32,
35, 36)

According to Luke, we have something to do; we can’t just sit back and be
carried into the kingdom. The door that is to be opened when the lord “cometh and
knocketh” is the door of spiritual translation. Luke speaks of a “wedding.” The
“lord” (groom) is Christ Jesus; the bride is Mrs. Eddy. In order to transfigure and
enter the kingdom, we must recognize this fact. The lord, returning as a bride, is
knocking at the door of human consciousness today. We must open the door to the
recognition of this second appearing in order to engage in the process of “the
perfecting of man stated scientifically.” (For more detailed explanation on this
subject of the bride, see The Christian Science Standard Volume 5, Numbers 1 & 2,
and Volume 13, Numbers 1 – 4.)
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These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father,
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: I have glorified
thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. I have
manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world [mortals,
i.e., Peter, James, John, etc.]: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they
have kept thy word. [In other words, they were mortals which were given to Jesus,
that he might teach them how to perfect themselves and others.] And the glory which
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one. (John
17:1, 4, 6, 22)

What is that oneness? It is oneness with Christ. There is a process we have to
go through before we achieve that oneness. Jesus has done his part on earth; we must
now do ours.
In the following Science and Health citation, we can see that the disciples
needed to understand that Jesus was a model of spiritual sense, not personal sense.
Immortality, exempt from age or decay, has a glory of its own, — the
radiance of Soul. Immortal men and women are models of spiritual sense, drawn by
perfect Mind and reflecting those higher conceptions of loveliness which transcend
all material sense. (S&H 247:13)

Notice that the real man as he exists now in heaven, is a model (form) of
spiritual sense, expressing spiritual individuality, not personality, — like Moses and
Elias in their transfigured form. On the Mount of Transfiguration Peter, James and
John saw Jesus as a model of spiritual sense. In contrast, Judas was looking for the
Messiah as a military leader, a model of personal sense. So, when Jesus didn’t fulfill
Judas’ expectation, he abandoned the cause and betrayed his Master.
The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical
but Christian, not human but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but
scientifically spiritual. Human philosophy, ethics, and superstition afford no
demonstrable divine Principle by which mortals can escape from sin; yet to escape
from sin, is what the Bible demands. “Work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling,” says the apostle, and he straightway adds: “for it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure” (Philippians. ii. 12, 13). (S&H 98:31-9)

To escape from mortality and the suffering of the endtime catastrophes is what
the Bible demands. Our choice is to do it now, or wait and see what is going to
happen — as in the days of Noah — and do nothing. Do it and see the reward, or fail
to do it and experience the endtime suffering that goes with it. Mankind has been
trying to learn the way to immortality and life through the “ecclesiastical,” “human,”
“physical,” and “material”; but the way we have to learn it is “Christian,” “divine,”
“metaphysical,” and “scientifically spiritual.”
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The sinless joy, — the perfect harmony and immortality of Life, possessing
unlimited divine beauty and goodness without a single bodily pleasure or pain, —
constitutes the only veritable, indestructible man, whose being is spiritual. This
state of existence is scientific and intact, — a perfection discernible only by those
who have the final understanding of Christ in divine Science. Death can never
hasten this state of existence, for death must be overcome, not submitted to, before
immortality appears. (S&H 76:22)

The last Bible citation (John 17) tells us that Jesus’ disciples were to be “one.”
Note how this correlates with Mrs. Eddy’s statement in Miscellany quoted earlier
(342:19), for “in it alone is the simplicity of the oneness of God; the oneness of
Christ.” It must, of course, result in the expression of the oneness of man, in line with
Jesus’ statement in this section, “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given
them; that they may be one, even as we are one.” (John 17:22) We must see this
spiritual fact as given by Mrs. Eddy and Jesus in demonstration of our immortality.
Speaking of the endtime Jesus says, “When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.” (Matthew
25:31) When the lord returns, he returns in “glory,” and all the holy angels with him. This
is the “glory” of the second advent and “the final understanding of Christ in divine Science”
which enables us to demonstrate “the perfecting of man stated scientifically.”
Quoting from Mrs. Annie M. Knott, CSD:
It would be difficult to find words which can adequately express the change
wrought in those who become students of this teaching. Their standards are changed,
they no longer believe in a distant heaven to be reached after death, but instead they
learn to look for heaven, or harmony within, even as Christ taught. The character of
God becomes the object of their constant and diligent study, since they know that it
is possible for all humanity to become the sons of God. (The Christian Science
Journal, June 1903, p. 161.)
*

*

*

The Christian Science Endtime Center uses the early Lesson-Sermons that were compiled
by students of Mrs. Eddy and serve to reinforce the teachings of Christian Science as taught by
her in the Massachusetts Metaphysical College in the 1880s.
The Lesson-Sermons in Mrs. Eddy’s time were generally prepared using the following
outline by section: I. Relation of the Lesson-Sermon subject to God. II. Relation of Christ Jesus,
or man, to the subject. III. Christian Science (the Holy Spirit) presented in a relative law as
related to the subject. IV. Application of that relative law. V. Demonstration of that law. VI.
Triumph of that law, leaving the student in the kingdom of God.
Full-size printouts of the early Lesson-Sermons are available from our Center.
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